Explanation of
Magical List to Aid
Pronunciation and
Memorization
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MAMA (Memory Aid Magical
Alternatives)

1. In the first column 111 commonly used
Japanese sounds are arranged in alphabetical
order. In each box is the pronunciation of that
sound in the alphabet, hiragana and katakana
scripts. Those just starting with Japanese only
need to know the alphabet.
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2. Illustrations (animals, different occupa-
tions, products seen in daily life...) are placed
in the second column. The first sound used in
these English words matches or is similar to
each Japanese sound.
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3. When there is no English word that can
match the Japanese sound, a Japanese word is
used. The inside of these frames is colored in

grey.
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4. The English word for the illustration is
in the third column. The word in brackets
under the English is the Japanese translation.
Square brackets indicate Japanese words
(*shows English spellings) and in this case
the word in brackets indicates the English
translation of the word. If that Japanese word
is used in English, no English translation is
given.
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5. In the fourth column, the Japanese pronun-
ciation of that English word is given.
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6. The characters in < > under the Japanese
pronunciation shows the characters of the
alphabet you’d need to input in order to
produce the corresponding Japanese script,
besides the standard alphabets in the first col-

MAMA List

These were prepared to help you memorize Japanese sounds,
but they will play an important role later when it comes to acquir-
ing vocabulary, so you should memorize them correctly.
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